
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
 
 

New Aphid Control Option for Fruit and Vegetable Growers 
-Selective Pest Control Preserves Beneficial Insects-  

 
 
January 31, 2011 – Dorchester, Ontario – Growers of fruit and vegetable crops including seed 
potatoes, brassica, cucurbits, fruiting vegetables, hops, leafy vegetables, root vegetables, pome fruits 
and stone fruits, have an effective new tool available for the control of aphid populations. Beleaf™ 
50SG is a selective insecticide that controls several aphid species while preserving a number of 
beneficial insects that prey on aphids, including various beetles, mites and bugs.  
 
Beleaf 50SG is a Group 9C product with the active ingredient flonicamid. Beleaf 50SG belongs to the 
pyridinecarboxamide class of chemistry and comes in a soluble granule formulation that dissolves in 
the tank. It may be applied by a boom and nozzle field sprayer or by air blast. 
 
“The application rate is dependent on the species of aphid in the crop, as well as the level of insect 
pressure and the amount of foliage present,” says David Strilchuk, country manager for FMC 
Corporation 
 
Aphids are known to feed by piercing plant tissue and sucking out plant juices. The damage they 
cause by feeding varies from crop to crop, but visual symptoms include cupping and curling of leaves, 
as well as mold on some crops. Aphids are also known to transmit viruses in certain crops.  
 
In Canada, the Green Peach aphid is one of the major pests of concern that is controlled by Beleaf 
50SG, as it is responsible for the transmission of Potato Virus Y in seed potatoes. Potato Virus Y is a 
serious disease that negatively impacts production due to the impact on tubers. In the worst cases, 
Potato Virus Y can render potatoes unmarketable. 
 
“One of the keys to effective aphid control is to apply the product before populations reach significant 
economic thresholds associated with more severe damage and before damaging populations become 
established,” says Janet Porchak, National Marketing and Communications Manager for UAP in 
Canada, distributor of Beleaf 50SG. 
 
Beleaf 50SG works by causing rapid feeding cessation in aphids. “Beleaf 50SG is active on contact 
and ingestion,” Strilchuk says, adding that both younger and adult stage aphids are controlled by the  
product. “Mortality may take two to five days, depending on the rate of dehydration and insects may  
remain on the plant until they desiccate.” According to Strilchuk, Beleaf 50SG also has good residual 
activity, lasting from one to three weeks after application, depending on environmental conditions. 
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From a crop rotation perspective, any crop listed on the Beleaf 50SG product label may be replanted 
any time after an application of the product and all other crops may be planted 30 days after the last 
application of Beleaf 50SG. Pre-harvest intervals for fruit and vegetable crops range from 0 days for 
several crops to 31 days for hops. 
 
Beleaf 50SG has no demonstrated resistance or cross-resistance issues and is suitable for inclusion 
as part of an integrated pest management program. 
 
 
About UAP Canada 
 
Founded in 1978, United Agri Products (UAP) is the largest distributor of agricultural and non-crop inputs in 
Canada and the United States and is an emerging developer of their own proprietary innovative new 
technologies. UAP is helping growers meet the challenges of higher crop yields and healthier production 
practices by offering a comprehensive line of proven crop protection products, including plant nutrients, 
herbicides, fungicides, insecticides and specialty products. These products are available to Canadian growers 
through national and regional dealers. UAP Canada is headquartered in Dorchester, Ontario, with regional 
offices in Oak Bluff, Manitoba and Langley, British Columbia and reps in every corner of the country. 
 
FMC Corporation 
FMC Corporation is a diversified chemical company serving agricultural, industrial and consumer markets 
globally for more than a century with innovative solutions, applications and quality products. The company 
employs approximately 4,800 people throughout the world. The company operates its businesses in three 
segments: Agricultural Products, Specialty Chemicals and Industrial Chemicals. For more information about 
FMC Corporation, go to www.FMC.com. 
 
 
For further information, contact: 
 
Janet Porchak David Strilchuk 
National Marketing & Communications Manager Country Manager, Canada 
UAP Canada Inc. FMC Corporation 
Dorchester, ON   Regina, SK 
Phone: (519) 268-5921 Phone: (306) 527-7268 
or 1-800-265-5444      david_strilchuk@fmc.com  
jporchak@uap.ca          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Always read and follow label directions. 
 
Beleaf is a trademark of Ishihara Sangyo Kaisha, Ltd.  FMC is a trademark of FMC Corporation.  UAP Canada is a CropLife 
member. 
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