KEY CROPSAND INSECTS Crucifer Flea Beetle Control In Canola
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Always read and follow label directions
Pounce is a registered trademark of FMC Corporation.
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Pounce® is a broad spectrum insecticide
with low mammalian toxicity. Pounce ®
has good residual activity to help
minimize the need for repeat
applications. Pounce® controls insect
through a combination of stomach and
contact activity, which improves control
effectiveness.
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Oral LD50: 1030 mg/Kg
Dermal LD50: 2000 mg/Kg

The economical impact of flea beetles on
yield depends on the plant population as well
as insect populations. Reductions in yield

can be 10% if flea beetle populations are high.

Flea beetles attack the cotyledons, buds,
stems, leaves, and seed pods of canola,
mustard, and rapeseed. Flea beetles
normally feed on the leaves, stems and seed
pods producing small holes. The leaf
material underneath the damage will dry out
and die. Damaged areas on the leaves and
cotyledons fall out producing a shot hole.
High populations will severely damage
cotyledons and first leaves. Feeding damage
is most severe when beetles attack the
growing point (meristem) because it limits
the ability of the plant to compensate.

Economic thresholds are needed to decide
whether a foliar spray for flea beetle control
will be an economical investment. Since
control decisions are made prior to seeding,
when seed treatments are used, the use of
economic thresholds for flea beetle control in
canola apply when foliar sprays are used as a
primary flea beetle control strategy or if high
feeding pressure continues.

Canola seedlings can often withstand 50% leaf
loss. Flea beetles can damage plants very
quickly however, so the economic threshold
for flea beetle feeding on canola is 25 %
defoliation and flea beetles are present.
Applying controls at 25% defoliation will
reduce the risk of flea beetle damage getting to
the level where yield loss and plant
development have been substantially reduced.

Economic Threshold Level

<10% defoliation >25% defoliation

10-20% defoliation
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